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DECISION-MAKING MODEL
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The licensed nurse is legally responsible and accountable for knowing the legally defined
scope of nursing practice. The Ohio Board of Nursing has developed this decision-
making model to facilitate the nurse’s decision-making within the law regulating the
practice of nursing, chapter 4723 of the Ohio Revised Code (ORC), also know as the
Nurse Practice Act, and the rules promulgated from the law, Chapter 4723 of the Ohio
Administrative Code (OAC). The law and rules may be accessed through the Board’s
website at nursing.ohio.gov

Nursing practice is dynamic and responsive to societal health needs; therefore, it is
generally impractical for the law and rules to list all the specific duties or tasks that
licensed nurses may or may not perform. Attempts to delineate all the specific activities
of licensed nurses would needlessly impede the growth of the discipline of nursing. It is
critical to note that the law and rules require that the licensee provide nursing care only in
circumstances which are consistent with one’s preparation, education, experience,
knowledge and demonstrated competency.
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Scope of Practice Decision Making Model

Define/Describe
the activity or
task

Is the activity or task within the scope of
practice of the nurse and NOT prohibited or
precluded by any other law or rule?

The Nurse Practice Act (the law); Activity/task NOT

§4723.01 (B) ORC: practice as an RN — within scope
§4723.01 (F) ORC: practice as an LPN and/or prohibited
§4723.43: practice as a COA holder by law or rule

www.nursing.ohio.gov/law_and_rule.htm

ng The Rules:

Chapters 4723-1 to 4723-23 OAC

www.nursing.ohio.gov/law_and_rule.htm

Examples of Other Laws or Rules:
Pharmacy Practice Act: Chapter 4729. ORC
www.pharmacy.ohio.gov/lawsrules.htm

Medical Practice Act: Chapter 4731. ORC
www3.med.ohio.gov/govstat.htm

Can the nurse perform the activity or task and meet
the standards of safe nursing practice as defined in
Chapter 4723-4
of the Administrative Code?
www.nursing.ohio.gov/law_and_rule.htm

Competency

Can the nurse demonstrate and document current
knowledge, skills, and abilities?

Is this activity or task safe and appropriate to
perform with this patient/client at this time?

STOP
DO NOT
perform the

The nurse may perform the activity/task according to
acceptable and prevailing standards of safe nursing care and

Accountability

prepare to accept accountability for the nursing actions
activity
or task



